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Meeting by Worshipful Brother Wilfred Kent
P.P.G.W., 'a Founder Member of the Lodge.



It is no doubt quite appropriate for members of
the Old Dudleian Lodge No 6734 to hear some-
thing of the history of the Lodge over the years
of its existence.

A neighbouring Lodge, the Old Edwardian of
Stourbridge, was consecrated in November 194%
and the meeting was attended by a number-or
brethren who were members of lodges which met
in Dudley. Among these brethren were some
who thought that whatever Stourbridge could dog
Dudley could equal or even better. »So in, 1945
some brethren met at the Masonic Jali, M=alling-
ton Road, Dudley to ascertain whether there was
sufficient interest to found a _.Loage nrincipally
for Old Boys of Dudley / “v¢rammar ‘School.
The first meeting was calied by Bro. W.N.
Chilton. Quite a nuwbér’ of ((brethren were
interested not only from Worcestershire masons
but also from the /rrovince of Warwickshire.
Included 1in the letter were J.R. Napier, and
J.W Davies. The« Ivrmer “had been the first
Master of the. (Lcage of Truth 6606 and was
aware of the - procedurce. necessary to found a
new Lodge.

It was cocn found that there were 27 brethren -
Old Boys ' and. Mcsters of the Dudley Grammar

Schop\ <) el¥yg>le. Brethren must have been
initieted more’ than three years otherwise there
wou'd heve been more Founders. During 1946

ard 194/ iurther meetings of interested breth-
ren weré held and a Petition to United Grand
Lodge of England was presented - sponsored by
Dudley Castle Lodge No 4437.

W. Bro. Ben Marsh, the Deputy Provincial Grand
Master in Charge was pleased at the venture
and suggested that the annual meetings of the
Lodge should be six instead of the original four



considered and this was agreed upon. As the
Founders belonged to lodges of more than just
the Province of Worcestershire the working in the
ceremonies was to be '"Emulation" and the diff-
erences decided upon should be set out in writ—
ing and listed, a copy included in a Lodge of
Instruction Minute Book when put in wuse. _.
reading from the Bible was to be an item ‘d
meetings. A rendering of the 'Dudley Chorus'
was to be made at the Festive Board With
Regard to the Dudley Crest or Coat of Arms it
was decided to wuse it on the Lodge 'Summont.
notepaper, etc. and the Town Cleri of Dudiey
was approached to obtain permissionfor its use
but it was found that this could-not be given as
Dudley had no authority.

In due course the United Gwarid’ Lod(e,of England
sanctioned the founding <f- the Lodge giving it
No. 6734 and W. Bro. Xen” Marzh) indicated that
he would carry out the Consecc¢ration upon 13th
November 1948. Ordinary . meetings of the Lodge
would be held at( the Masonic Hall, Wellington
Road, Dudley where it wos~possible to use lodge
furniture and ¢ther .items in common use by
lodges. A “set of <¢cilars and gauntlets for
Officers wes ' obtained,the cost being defrayed
from the Founders! lees of ten guineas each. The
Worshipftl “Mastér's collar was provided by the
first Master, W, Bro. ]J.R. Napier.

Privr i to .the\ 13th November 1948 rehearsals of the
Consecratitn” ceremony were carried out by the
Founders under the supervision of the Prov.
D.C., W. Bro. H.E. Hearne, and the Consecration
was carried out by W. Bro. Ben Marsh and the
Provincial Team in a most impressive manner.
The centrefold is a copy of the original Toast
List for the Festive Board. Some of the Musical
items were provided by members of the Lichfield



Cathedral Choir. The attendance at the ceremony
was in the region of 150.

In the months following W.Bro. James Mainwaring
who was a Founder and Music Master at the
School donated his conductors baton to the Lodge
— this could be used as a pointer for Lectures
etc. A Bible was obtained for use in the Lodge
the cost being covered by W.Bro. H. Cherrington
and a cushion for placing under the¢ Bilble on
the W.M.'s pedestal was provided b W. Bros.
W. and ]J. Chilton - the father and Uncle of ‘Brez.

Norman Chilton. W. Bro. J.R. Napier snmfadzs a
painting of a banner which was to be used in
Lodge wuntil a banner was - made by Mrs

Walker, the widow of W. Bro. Frank Walker (a
Founder) in his memory.

When the banner was completed Mrs Walker
accompanied by Mrs Ilarry Cherrington attended
a Lodge Meeting to  present the banner and the
meeting was 'called off' <erd 'called on' so that
the ladies could bhe brought in.

About 1950 . wnen Bro. A.H. Crump was in the
Chair, he provided a  suitable piece of mahogany
for a past Masters! Board which hangs in the
Lodge oI lastruction Room.

The! rirst cancidates for initiation into the Lodge
were" the. i'eadmaster, Mr D.C. Temple, and Mr

A.K,  Toung (then President of the Old Boys'
Association). In the early life of the Lodge
there was no lack of applicants to join. Some

Old Boys joined other lodges in order to avoid
too long a delay and this in spite of emergency
meetings and doubling up of ceremonies.

In 1954 W. Bro. ]J.R. Napier was honoured by
being given Grand Lodge Rank and the Lodge
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Ooasts

1. The Kmyg and the Craft., Q

The Most Warshipful the Grand Master, Ilis Grace

Ihe buke of Devonshire, K.G, : &
3. The Right Worshipful the Deputy Grand Master, @

The Rt Hon. The Earl of Scarbrough, G.C.S.1.,
G.C.LE, ED.; The Right Worshipful The :\ssnsta t
Grand Master, Brig.-Gen. W. 1. V. Darrell, & &Q

CM.GL DS.O, and the Officers, Present and

of the Grand Lodge of England.
'roposed by W Bro. 10 WL Davies, .(6 @

4. The Worshipful, The Depuy I'm\n m«l \I
in Charge, Ben M arsh P D, e “hl u

Grand Master, Dr. E. L. Buntinty ul lhc igers,
Present and Past, of the r@ odze
ul Worcestershire.

"roposed by Bro. \\Q\ .

&

5 Fhe Ofd Dudleian e, Nuo,

I'ropuscd by Liro. Larsh, .G D,

& puty I G in Lhargc.
B The ( ting O A
‘%d h\ m. 11, Cherrington, A.G.Suwl.13,,
PRGN,
@ \Visiting (lhrcn.

1%opos l by Bro. K. [.. P'earce.

3 The ‘T'yler's "Toast,

Muste by the Lichiield Cathelral Quartet.
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assisted with the obtaining of his Regalia, a
presentation of which was made in the Lodge.

About 1953 the Lodge joined the Federation of
School Lodges, which had been formed a few
years earlier. The Lodge's first representatives
were ].R. Napier and W. Kent.

In 1959 the W.M. of the Lodge (A.L. Napier)
made two collecting bowls for the Charity Coll-
ection and presented them to the Lodgé:

During 1962 when Bro. A.R. Young ,was /in. the
W.M.'s chair the Lodge was “host' b the
Federation of School Lodges; and _their 15th
Annual Festival was held at”ar Emetgency Meet-
ing of the Lodge at the Dudley Grammar School.
The meeting was most succesful and was held in
the Hall designed and “superviszd’/ by Bro. A.R.
Young.

The 100th Regular (Meetingz. of the Lodge coincided
with the Mastersnip of W. Bro. R.]J.W. Hadley,
the actual date. veing( 15th March 1965 when the
past Masters ‘¢! the (Ladge were invited to occupy
the various <Cffices) o carry out the cermony.
The Mastes's Chair~was occupied by W. Bro. W.
Kent for “the first part of the raising and W.

Bro. {[.2. Napier’ for the Traditional History and
the( vecond. part. The candidate was Bro. G.C.
Keat:

Some*, time after the 100th Meeting W. Bro. W.
Kent was presented with a cut glass jug and six
firing glasses to mark his attendance at the
first 100 meetings of the Lodge. When he left
England in 1968 for residence in Australia he
was elected an Honorary Member of the Lodge.
In 1970 W. Bro. W. Kent returned to England
and. gave the glasses back to the Lodge and



hoped that they would be used upon Installation
nights.

During the life of the Lodge, Song Books con-
taining the School Song and other items used at
after proceedings were acquired.

At Installation Ceremonies in the early dayl~of
the Lodge the extended workings had beefi \car-
ried out but had been discontinued aftar four or
five years because some brethren objected to the
time taken up. However, in 1976 ihe practide
was revived and in 1981 a set of working “‘ools
used in the inner workings was presented to the
Lodge by W. Bro. H.]J. White.

During the Lodge's existencc Headmas.ers of the
School have shown a lively ‘iterest in the prog-

ress of the Lodge. Had .it" bee~founded earlier
Mr Hugh Watson and My j.W..Waison might have
been members. Mr D+, _Temple and Mr P.W.
Rogers were initiates” of €734. Since leaving

Dudley Mr Roger< ‘progressed through the Chair
of the Lodge of{shis”Scheqiwat Brighton.

Over the ywars the (Lodge has contributed quite
generously 4o the' furniture and fittings of the
Dudley Measonic Hall, Limited.

Even, "more cbhuld be related of the 'life" of the
Lodgs andl in spite of unforeseen circumstances
waich® led\ 15 the widening of acceptance to mem-
brrship of the Lodge the future of the Lodge can
pe looked forward to with great confidence.

Monday 18th January 1982.



